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may be held to constitute success and what
failure is an open question, which need not
be given an answer here. Let it be simply
assumed that there Is no such failure as to
make further discussion of Europe's economic
state irrelevant. Let it be assumed further
that consciousness of the dangers of the
economic situation has so burned itself into
the minds of statesmen that some old pre-
judices are abandoned and some old
resistances worn down. We may then see a
genuine and concerted attempt to get tariffs
lowered. That might be effected in more
ways than one. The advice of the Economic
Conference of 1927, that States should give
up increasing their tariffs and " move in the
opposite direction " might be taken by
individual States in their own interests. But
that is not very probable. The curse of the
tariff system is that industries not efficient
enough or not sufficiently advantageously
situated to face world competition are built
up under its shelter, and their outcry if there
is talk of removing or reducing the shelter
outweighs completely the approval of the
general population, too slow to realise the
benefits it will secure from lower prices and
(in some cases) better goods. The consumer
is unorganised and mute. A country is not